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Intent 
The aim of Religious Education, at Marchant-Holliday School, is to help children to acquire and develop knowledge and understanding of the five main world religions; to 
appreciate the way that religious beliefs shape life and our behaviour, develop the ability to make reasoned and informed judgements about religious and moral issues 
and enhance their spiritual, moral, social and cultural development. 
There are no presumptions made as to the religious backgrounds and beliefs and values of the children and the staff.  We value the religious background of all members of 
the school community and hope that this will encourage individuals to share their own experiences with others freely.  All religions and their communities are treated with 
respect and sensitivity and we value the links which are, and can be, made between home, school and a faith community.  We acknowledge that each religion studied can 
contribute to the education of all our pupils.   
At the Marchant-Holliday School, it is our aim to show our pupils how the world is enriched by a wide and profound diversity of culture and beliefs. We aspire to teach the 
pupils that human beings can work together to strengthen society and encourage them to question stereotyping and division. 
 

The overarching concepts for RE at The Marchant-Holliday School are: 
*To develop critical thinking skills 
*To develop personal reflection into the child’s own thoughts and feelings 
*To develop the knowledge of the world’s five religions 
*To foster spiritual development. 
 

Implementation 
 
Religious Education is taught throughout the school in such a way as to reflect the overall aims, values, and philosophy of the school. We do this through using the 
Discovery RE scheme of learning. Religious Education plays an important role, along with all other curriculum areas, particularly PSHCE and SEAL, in promoting the 
spiritual, moral, social, and cultural development of our children.  
We promote teaching in Religious Education that stresses open enquiry and first-hand experiences wherever possible for children. Although each class has a weekly RE 
lesson, in which the main themes are taught, we strive to incorporate those themes within our cross-curricular learning experiences. The Discovery RE scheme enables the 
teachers to plan exciting and stimulating lessons to promote the development of pupils’ RE knowledge, understanding and skills as part of the wider school curriculum.  
Our RE lessons give pupils the opportunity to pose and answer difficult questions. The safe, but challenging lessons allow pupils to discover and explore their own beliefs 
and consider the diverse beliefs of others. Embedded within the teaching are all the aspects of SMSC, with learning opportunities provided in every RE lesson for pupils to 
strengthen their personal development. 
 
 

Curriculum Overview (Knowledge and Skills) 
 



Below you will find a whole school overview, from the Discovery RE scheme, of the themes taught in each year.  

 
 
 



 



 
 
 
 
 
 



In year 7, the pupils begin exploring themes in Philosophy, Ethics and RE. Skills of insight and empathy with an understanding of the human condition are key 
characteristics of the scheme of work. Students are given opportunities to develop skills in group work, discussion and debate with both written and spoken evaluation 
tasks. 

Year 7 Area Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Philosophy, RE and 
Ethics 

Authority: 
A unit exploring 
secular and scared 
types of authority.  
Differences between 
belief, opinion, faith 
and fact. 
 
 

Christianity: a unit 
introducing students 
to their first major 
world religion, 
including 
explorations of the 
philosophy of God, 
determinism and 
free-will, and love. 

Identity: a unit 
exploring what it 
means to belong to a 
community and how 
to define worship. 

Prejudice: a unit 
exploring 
stereotyping, 
discrimination, 
equality and charity. 

Islam: a unit 
exploring how 
Muslims worship and 
serve Allah and the 
community around 
them, and why they 
go on pilgrimage. 

Sikhism: 
A unit considering 
the beliefs and 
practices of Sikhs, 
symbolism and 
meaning 

 

Impact 
 
Through our RE lessons we hope to provide a safe enquiry space to discover more about the religions of the World. We hope to provide the skills to develop critical 
thinking and ask questions. This will then help to support our children’s spiritual development and equip them for a world of diversity. We measure the impact of our 
curriculum through a variety of methods which include: time for the pupils to reflect on their own learning outcomes; pupil participation in interviews about their 
learning; celebrations of learning for each term which demonstrates progression across the school; and tracking progress of knowledge against the success criteria. 
By the end of Key Stage 1  
The children will have begun to develop an understanding of world religions. They will use their knowledge to make links to their own lives and communities, social 
aspects of learning, science, geography and history. 

By the end of Key Stage 2  
Having developed their understanding further of RE in the wider world, the pupils will appreciate how other people choose to live and have a sense of why they choose to 
follow different religions. 

By the end of year 7 
Students will have demonstrated an interest in exploring, understanding and respecting the cultural diversity of different religious groups in local, national and global 
communities. 

 

 


